Murugupillai Navaratnasamy — the maestro swimmer
By A.R.S. Mahalingam

Murugupillai Navaratnasamy a house hold name in every nook and corner of the country
in the mid nineteen fiftees for his exceptionally extra ordinary attempt in successfully attempt in
succfully swimming the thirty four mile stretch of the Palk Strait Channel from Vatvettiturai
(V.V.T) to Point Calimerre, better known as Kodikarai in Southern India on the 25" of March
1954 was indeed forty four when he achieved this hard earned fame and glory!

The Golden Jubilee commemoration of this memorable event that placed this little island
prominently in the world map then, is to celebrated now, in an elaborate scale at Thondaimanaru,
the place of his birth, by the “Super Swimmer” Murugupillai Navaratnasamy memorial Golden
Jubilee Society on the 25™ of March 2014 to honour and to reminiscence the superhuman effort
of this memorable character.

While being a student at Hartley College, Point Pedro the little Navaratnasamy learnt
from one of his tutors with wide open eyes the astonishing feat of an Englishman successfully
swimming the English Channel, hitherto unattempted, by swimming across a distance of 25
miles. The thought of swimming the neighbouring waters leading to India began germinating in
his young mind on that very hour that began taking root as years passed by. From then onwards
he took to the waters like a duck never failing even a day to practice swimming in all possible
hard and strenuous ways thus conditioning his physique in challenging any eventualities.

Having joined the Government Service as an Agricultural Instructor, he made his mark as
an energetic worker, tions that enticed many a damsel to fall for him. He entered his matrimonial
life with Leelavathy, a a cute young thing from the village and led a contended wedded life, that
was not to be for long. The couple were blessed with three sons but however the destiny of fate
had the life of the young wife plucked midway leaving Navaratnasamy devastated and the dream
of his life long ambition shattered beyond renascence.

It took him an unusually long time in coming to terms with death — that shattered his
future and that of his three little ones, by which time he had aged beyond forty. His associates
friends and many who were aware of his dreams rekindled his boyhood ambition by constant
persuation and flattery which however when failed used the innocent influence of the three small
kids as the last resort. The latter paid dividend in the form of Balachandran, the second son, who
in later life when on sixteen created havoc by swimming from Kayts to Karainagar and back with
having both his hands and legs tide up, making a new that he would fulfil his fathers ambition if
the latter does not do so.

Navaratnasam’s first attempt on the 16 th of March however had to be abandoned due to
the rough sea that was accompanied by gale and storm though being only seven miles away from



his destination Point Climere. Undeterred he decided to have a second go nine days later. A
mammoth crowd thronged the shores of Valvettiturai from where he took off on the 25" of
March 1954 at 4.00 p.m in the presence of a distinguish gathering in the likes of C.Barr
Kumarakulasingam Commissioner of Assize Jaffna. T.Ramalingam M.P Point Petro and the
Prime Minister V.Nalliah M.P.

The strenuous exercises he has under gone, the sacrifices he had made in having his
middle aged body trim and fit, the different strokes of the game he has learnt and mastered-all
came into play in the challenge to cover a distance of 34, long miles in the rough sea that
experiences a change of tide every six hours making swimming more and more difficult when
the waters of Bay of Bengal enter the Indian Ocean and returns back. The shark infested sea with
reptiles and sea snakes a plenty did pose problems and hindered his progress. Overcoming all
these constrrraints the dare devil hero set foot and hoisted his flag at Point Calimere exactly at
7.00 p.m on the following day the 26" of March 1954.

It was a historic event indeed that brought praises and bouquest from all over the world
for this little isle of ours and hero Navarattnasamy was received at this end by a crowd well over
twenty five thoudand on the shores of V.V.T including many VIPs and politicians and the entire
peninsula took a festive mood with crackers and fireworks being displayed all over.

The media — the press of both countries India and Ceylon gave very wide coverage and
messages of congratulations were received from Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, Prime Minister of
India and his counter part here Sri John Kotalalela.

The super swimmer was honoured with a public reception in Jaffna by the City Mayor
presenting him with a valuable golden memento. In Colombo a public reception was held in his
honour with the premier Sir John Kottalawela presenting him with a Silver shield. In addition
there were a host of congratulatory messages received from Foreign dignitaries taking pride of
which was Her Majesty the Queen forwarding a medal to be worn in commemoration of Her
Majestry’s Coronation 2™ June 153.

The old boy on reaching sixty retired from the Govt. Service in 1965 and while in
retirement was practicing to row around Sri Lanka in a Catamaran a distance of 760 miles which
brought him his death on 30.06.1969. He is now survived by his eldest son N.Ramachandran
who is in the managementgrade of Bank of Ceylon Jaffna.

May this dare devil Super Swimming M.Navaratnasamy’s name be remembered for
many more years to come.
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BLHGH FTHMO LML HFH OUmEDLD WTpLUTeidHS! (WPHGSULI6Ten6T HouyHAHeiFolenuwiGul FrpLd.
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BTVHMBHD SLSHH LLIBd CFUISHT].

WpBeoTEUSI (PWIBE
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Camgs HMIMU DML AASBEH Qetemid 7 ewsd HMICD RdHHH Hewevuled FRuiBend

C&mhHs U Bumflemmsuid 6IFHFULTNITEID HIDH BEFFL BILGT6N HIOGH HFFN6L HBISHDH D
&L (HLOJLD  6JMEVTEINTI.
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&L bgleTenmy. slenBol (FHev HLemeuulGeoBuwi (LpedT RBHHH 2 60H FTHmeenl 2 L HOHMIHSH
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CoueliBLD  eTEOIMID ¢ (pEiTEMRISHSH  BTeW6L  LI6H  WEUBBIDTL LT  HIOLP6T  6160B  [HBOLIWLIED]
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@6VmIeNE OTHT H6i  MIDHSHM6T HFFeN6L QMBI LTSHI  LTTT &S 6CSBTEmTIgMHHIHT6N.
SODSHHTUI Ceusitend HLVHHL INIHHH 2 616D LS IDHHT6N. SHhleNd Hewen uFGauBs
Leiietend LHdH (WHHBHILID LGl O6VHL 6T CHTgHHmIenul Diewig elbSHT6N.

pEFemev  uIblihs CrIsslsd @mbha CFmBu  CHpL  GMmeTuuTBIg  CHTLIbS
phHEF OFeim. ST BTGL  SOWPSUPL,  geir pFwm  HeWIL PG Y eHHHHT60
sOIYUTeCLTL. 2 60s6l0  Caliymed QUUBB  FreHmeaemul  OeusTeafleadlipeno  @yey  7.00
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&SICwm CETCuIBM MeuHHT.
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HOLHHFH. SO WEHEHSG @ COUEHLD UTSHSWIPD CEeMTalpld PG LD.



19559110 emi(B OTFF WIS 169D HEH FTHme  @eIenBLLIDL SGHWD  GHTdHEL 6
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BhHHCETemIH Comgdhseny CBTHHFOFHIBI CETamIgmbHTI. slelald Hemenl s bl
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Bh& SSLHHBHST]

SpITeL  UTHG  Hilenewienwl  BhHeaLHECH  SmBeusit  ieiBmed el lsienenEeillsd
QmeNel MFFWLD  sLOUTET  ele  @ps  wpwBduler e peursdHenaTll  DieufHeit
® BIFLIL HIFam6orTTy.

sy Pk CunBen e eurydhsleir Llsie] SiHTeudH 2590 Hakh Ubussd 4.10
wenlld@ OB — HeH  FTHm  (LWBFHdw  UJISSTT. QFFTHm  eijen]
oWl ilenaldbss  ambhHHoeuer  (paieflevid  UTTHE  FmbHeomen  odHHeiT  Hemgullsvid
FHyewrLeny. QNeuTHellel UTIDHHIBEHL 6 HeldH SIewiLToud WPWBFlenwl UTIISHSH FTHEn6ed
oy @evLelLig uTéEG Bilenewienw oo miSeH BhH 26D HeH Q6| gUemISEE
Camygssemyuisd CaETCWBM Haid FrHemeenW HeneOBTLI9aT]. RbH ff RFFTHeneeNUIL
UfibaBurgdl Sieusysl auwgl 45 eleiugdl @mE GBIULL HHBHHI.

19092410 pewiB  pouewll  IHD 16D HBH LIBhsd dUBBE SeueuTyl @b
Fgngemenenwlll Uil CouswiGOLDe  eTemIenmidhend 2 _(HhUThEIUIGH  PYBIEH60H  HT60ITEN
bhHBBLHH @M Oousiienemufled FTHMONWTSGHL. GRou] HeLNBBGHD HTevHH0 P Fiflwiy
RMOT BFFTHMN GHBHH 61hHHISG FPBWCUTH ST sTeueUTBTWTUIDILD LTHE Hiflenemrenu
bhHHHL 55 CousmiBGOaB (Pabhd abdl ASBHTE elLriliguirs Wwwpdlamet aBSHST].

G devaluledr Ller  elleugFTul FHewembHeNnHaHed CFJbHEH S enDWITBHIULL D6
SMIGD Heulgl HlewoHulenmed elensHrald SQuihHTD CUTEIBAIBMMB IQIMIDGHH]  DIFHMBEHT6
SIBISHTTD  CLIBBTY.



GOBIDL  UTIDHMBMUI  BLHFH albdH Heneoulsvd Heighl GNldCaTene  slieuTmTUienID
HempCauBiCuw Hmeubmenr RenL el nghl (wpwwBFenws GoBOHTewHIH HSHT].

HeNH| FTHEMETENI BHem6VBTL (HEUBHBHTH 186)(HL&HT6VLD Sl6UJ vl asemnen
CuomOsTemiLTy. Hevgl il 1960 mbH HeMOBTFF QIMTUITE 6I60TLFH NIDEVHET HITHWNDH F(H([H6N
apsold  FLbFH OCFIpID oemB&HaWsVH6T 2 66l G Miderlsd 106mD60 HITHNSH  HLIHHILD
HNH 2 Lewey 2 pIAIUBHHE CBTemiLmy. HLeJ6L 6D mIDeLH6T JHe(pld B UUlmBs
IBHBHTT. @Aredb  uUID  BhHCauemng@uBLIGID  6leUBHTe0  HL6O6L  DenFalleiiny LB ELD
uwiBdlenuwt LevlDewl CHIBIGET 6IHHIHT].

ety @ule] @UWFFlam ey  6GHS uuiIBHun  elLmupwuBdud  DeuenyF
FIHMEN  LNBHOTHHWGH. SUTH FTHme GHWNHH OFUIHBML_HHHID SO DdHH6T  GLIHLD
LBIPFF WL HHeoen. RHewen GLHAIPTOITEE — DIeUTH6IT L GHI 6.

SeUGsauemenuied  SMHBEG — UTCauBLeissbaus L0 IPHHIMB  HIEMBULPHHIHIED
L6LEVTUI T B eI BHTEN  LD&H6NT HTemi(B  [Hlemmen.

Si6)GaIemenuien DIJFMRIS(LPLD SIeNHHG UeoLITITL (B&6M6NU LD uif oL abemeN D
QULPMISIWIGIL 63T LI 19610 LD T 600185 GHLD CamoenIdb @D IB(Pp&BLD Cau1glemnelHHIdH
CsenyellHHH).

sTeLeUTIBIGGHID  BosoTsd  Sieu] 50 YPeIBHEHSG (Wei1  Lflhsd FTHeneTenW il

wemBhHH 35 eUMHLEIGMISG Gsoren GuTHID gL OCoengelbs SeIPL DUTH  LOSHEH6IT
allpm 6TBLILG DIHBEG SHemL G WSUOLFW GEHemyaInTELD.

alfd elenenbd almed LOGI6GH
aueLeme HbdH [HEUTHSHIFTLO

UsComB CHmeiisiul  osvTenlel  eNLDHHTHNET FIHEMN LisDLHH iJTHemnen Sbdh  LoewT
LOBSSHIOMLLTHI, LOBEHHAD Fnl TH.

BIOIHBHPHGHD  HVHHMTHBL60 HUalwl 106wl aILOILI9HHMB  GHUISHED  [HlevLD
OBEhaDd Hpelw SIELHGSD, UBBNNGGLD BB 6wl  CbehmFUISTEHD  FleVLILISISBTTHISENHLD
QFB@ FTIMl LISIHLD.



QUGVEVTTHEIT  [BEVEVTTHET  GUTIQD BT BT 6UeLORIL I9HSHIenmullsd  6ueL6VTETE
BoUTHHeFTO 19090 Pewi(h pelewl HmibsT 161D [BHIei geueoret]. G&FTe0 BT ausLERIL 19
eTedleuid  Quwieny QFms0  CeuBNiHHIMBOUWIETH  CIBHTEWILTEL 616060 61601  LIGWIQSH]T BT H60
eflemGsuapliiwgieni(h. SibdH emrenfGv Dl Huwelw DBUSS S HLOGTTENNSL  6I6L6VT6ITET
WoB GHHSHI BHHF CFeip ewemomrer GeuBBlenwiwid FLigdh ShboHe.

BOULD 6T6IMBT6L LFHIenD 6T6iiml GUTeiT. Geumnsldh minswtenisyd 2 _HoHd LUHleno Gumed
QrhFHend BT Iged aldhsHE CFToHHTaImer. OelsiTenem wemiB UFIL60 ellewemuimoul 6l gHEH6i
Qa®meitenem 2 _6TeNHCHTH  H60H  BHL6VEMEVHEMEN  BTEHLD  LITTHSH HBHBMTEIT.  LIJHEBHEMIL &HeNSHUJLD
@evmlend  OTHTMAIUD LIfld@d UThE@ bHilenswienul LIsV(IpenB  LMTTHA HBH M.  HlevddGev
alemenwitheugdl BGumed HevdhalL 60860  HLsvemevdEnL e  ellenemuimigll  LUIBE  QLBSHEBS BT
bewiL  GBBHETMNL el FwHend HewmCaumm 19540 eI WIJFSH IHWD 2510 HeH
UBLUseL 4060l @  alsLeMAIWIDLHS HL VG @BrIHleITer. DABHHHIST 2610 HdHd  LIBLIS6D
Twenls@& CHMobEmIeml DMLbHEH 2 605 FTHM6INW [HlEN6LHTL LY 66

LemeVBUITEIIB  DImeVBLOTHID  WETFWPHHTHMSH LOCaTenSflwsHHIL 61  LlenbdH OF6iml
smICwmlw @l Upsllenwil uBpsl 6D WwenHHoeoWd WHIDFHHE SHIEG HMIUNELM6L.
FHIOBISCVRIBENT, (PFHEMeVH6NT, ColeTFHBTHD6N, H(HBMBHEN GUTHIB HRIBMIPHDHDH Fnlgul LISV
OmbaIbHEmen WEHTHL HHIL T GeuBpsl CBmTewi®, & HEITLLLD eTeiiLuBSeN SIUTWRISEHSHE
2 _LTWHIGM6NS Sl ool Fwbmsll LUiHd CFuls wpHHolper. SOpTsst OFehaFmisbereo
6T6V6UMD HTEVHNSH Oleueiiyl Hlewmbd HiBE Geusmiguialsi, HewmbaHl BBLITE.

FHIYSHSHNMID,  HLFRIGBLD 6l HOGH M HWIHeNTHS OB TeniLeuf
BoUTHHFTO. DAMHDOUMD eNehehTelden, QRould GHTL L OFHerdm, UTHEG Hiflenewnr gHTemrgul
BoUTHHMFTLO  QUHOCWITT  61HMEMUD  FTHBHEOMD.  (PQUITSHI  6T6iILIGHI  HeMLWITH  6T6ILINSH
BpLUSHEHISE ST 19aill L 6.

QuBB ST LBk OumeiemBL CUEmHLD OFBTeTNTHHHS BBMELl  LIHEVAIST  [HAULD.
FIDBTL(B  DHBEHHGID 1606l I9HHimBenul  CalcLOeuBHHImBUTESU  GILIHEMLDSHEHID
APEOAPTHHTL SBIDHSHEUT BeuTHB M.

oifldz oiflg  wrellLgrsed  oifigl  eTes @emeweuulsn  QUTETEWTNSE FHOSTHSHS
@HTE(PID  HevIWID  BUISHHHH FTHme oijenTsd BOTHH Heimend  Hewr  Uulmdlufer
(PFHTOISTLIMS (P 2 60H(PD DIBIULD.

“oamenipu|ld 2 LIGHID HTEWILT 2 _emevalleinll HTOTH 2 EhBuILeI]”



OIS0 eleTEmaIe  aUTHEHBE  61hCaTenTed  Qevmidlul  Revmiendd  HLOpemeT -
FRH S HLoBme  alsvemauuilen  sTevemeoulisveor  oBmevenen  (WPprp 2 WGl  CuTBBlwg.
FTHMODHE 61606MVUTE0M60  6TILIHT0  EQReVBIeNSHMULF BBy S BorsHdHed uuiBd Gum
allpoLleTy. GHTewiL omemmBmids HLeds0 760 emoed &mMleurll LUWIBFAullsd FHULLTT. SHTenTsH
WWWBAWID, SemeowITsd Hiewlad OBTWIL  HUFHHOMFT HTOHH B LMEMUTED LS HbdH
FHMTHBHL 6060 (PP LD 601 b BEVTEIT].

Camy  H60EVTEEL 61N HEMEVIIGLITEL  DIMEVEHEIT LTI MBWITEVID  HTEOTEVID  DIQIBENB
FHThd  Beosomemienld  GBehFGemh uUThG BHfememenl &HLbd OFDed6T  BHlenmeybrsiT
GP&HCHTeT  GRHaNlwE waHBG Coubmenmrer.  FeolINfWemTer  HoUTHHemFTIO  HTed
sLeder SIFFCeends HewiL  HLO(PeVHD GCUTBS BIBBINFULD LS ewidhd gbp meuHHIHI.
Cougmemligemiwdbsed eupCoum eallpm, aMDHEHTEY  FOBTLIge0  GeuBpsl  elipTdseT  Sene
SiTMBU  HBLDeYB6IT. 5000 6WIBHBEHBHE (P UMBIBLD HL[HFHI GUETIDTT HL 60 HI6WIY  6ThIGHLID
auenlsld Lflhadl QuTmeTligu ST HauHSHenaFmdl HLOD LoewTenlsl HeULILHE0I6N. LOEnBEUTSH
BLOEG6MGe LIpmIsmd CUFHFID LIWPHHHMS RUWHSHI LIBHTLLTT B effHend Gurmm CeuswBLd,
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